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From rough-hewn birchbark canoes to the
steamnships of the early 1800s, vessels on the
mighty Mississippi have found safe harbor
at Baton Rouge.

In the early 207 century, private docking
facilities constructed by Standard Oil served
most of the area’s growing commercial,
industrial, and agricultural shipping traffic.
The need for public docking facilities became
apparent in the early 19208, and in 1926 the
Baton Rouge Municipal Dock opened.
Located on the east bank of the Mississippi
adjacent to the present I-1o bridge, this
structure can still be seen today,

But Baton Rouge continued to grow,
stimulated by a burgeoning petrochemical
industry and dynamic agricultural growth,
According to Jack Burk, consulting engineer
with the firm of
Barnard and Burk
that built the initial
port facilities, it was
the railroad industry
that pushed for the
creation of 4 true,
“first-class” deep
water public port,

Several of the rail
transport
companies hired
Ermest Wilson, an
atormey working in-
house for Kansas
City Southern, 1o

Thanks ta the efforts of
Wilson, the railroad
representatives, and
others in the
petrochernical and
rrarime cormmunitices,
the Louisiana legislabure
established the Greater
Baton Rouge Port
Comimission in 1g52,
Wilson served as the first
comrnission president,
everseeing the initial site
selection, purchase,
financing, and
constriction. Building
began in 1954, and the

first vessel, a molasses

A miolasses pareier, the 5.5, Clarisse, was dre fiest vesser fodeck inonggh,
orce constriction was completed in 1954

carrier called the 5.5, Clarisse, called on

the port in 1656,

Covernor Roberd [, Kensson sigeed legrislation creading the Greater
Haton Bouge Port Comoreision on Movember 4, 1052, Presend ol

; i reremony were fshanding, lefl det righit ] Fenest Wilion {fiﬂl’
lobby for the project. — Purt Compmission president], Redfie McCallister. St Stewart
Several cities were Wailace, Chaves Deachein, [LE Jumonville, Sv., Thamas Jewed],
lﬂ":'] ' at as Fercy Raberts, Horace Wilkinson, and Paul B [ﬂ.llifr}:
potential sites, but

the Greater Baton Rouge area — specifically,
the west bank at Port Allen — presented the
ideal place for a deep water port.

Al Genre, whao
waorked for many
yiears al Rogers
Terminal and
Shipping,
remetithers that
as a high
schooler in Port
Allen he could
hear the noise
of construction
while the port
was being built,
Raiph Hill,

a longtime
erplovee of
Baton Rouge
Marine
Contractors, saw

the No. z Carap

Dock being built when he [irst returned
home from the military in 1935,

Gary Pruitl, who worked at the port starling
as a payroll clerk in rgG4 and served as
excculive director from 19871998, recalls
attending the port's dedication cerermony
with his father. He was a freshman in high
schoal, The governaor attended, and Pruitt’s
dad told him, “This part is going to be a real
big deal one of these days.” Pruitt’s father
contlid not have heen more acourate. The port's
eoonomic itnpact has been vast, generating
an estimated 3.604 direct jobs yearly, with a
pasroll of $roy million a vear. State and local
spending and tax revenues have grown
continually aver the vears. And the potential
foor continued futire growth is tremendous.

The past 5o years have seen a great deal of
changre on the river and al the Port of Greater
Balon Rouge, [1is inevitable that the next 5o
vears will bring changes and challenges as
well, But one thing is certain: the port will
continue to play its vital role in river commerce
and in the prosperity of Louisiana.
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I'd like 1o welcome all of vou to this
special edition of the port's Deep Water
newslelter, commemorating the

port’s 50" Anniversary — 50 years since
legislation was signed creating the
Greater Baton Rouge Port Commission
back in 1952,

We've taken a step back in time in this
issue to remember the early days of site
selection, construction of the port's first
facilities, its growth and expansion and
its impact on the Greater Balon Rouge
area over the vears,

I can’t tell vou how proud T am to be
part of the leadership of this long
maritime tradition. With my own
upbringing, growing up in and around
the docks in New Orleans, 1 feel a great
sense of duty and responsibility for all
of the dedicated port employees who
have served this communily in the past
and those who will serve in the future.
As the seventh director of the port since
its establishment, 1 look back upon our
port's accomplishments with pride and
with appreciation toward its previous
leaders, and those individuals who have
worked at the port to make it what it
is today.

The port, the area, and the maritime
industry have experienced tremendous
growth since the early vears, and the
port has grown with the changing times
and demands. While we celebrate with
pride the port's 50 years of contributions
to the economic vitality of Greater
Baton Rouge, we must build on that
success by constantly looking lor
opportunities to upgrade port facilities or
improve the port's infrastructure,

The port’s potential is limitless, The future
will rely on our creativity and ability to
attract industry and carpgo. The port will
require good facilities and management
that takes into account the entire realm
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While the petrochemical industry is, of
course, a vital component of the port’s
commerce, another large segment of its
clientele has been — frorm the very
eginning — agriculture.

arcas and is estimated to save the state’s
[armers more than St.z2g million annually.
Anather example of the port's tocus on

Cargill, Inc,, plaved an important
1]ill|‘..jr1 the port’s construction,
signing on to operate the grain
elevator and wharf that was built
in 1954. Also important to the
port’s initial financing and
conslriuction was its lease
agreernent with Industrial
Molasses Corporation to aperale
a molasses terminal at the facility,

l'oday, the port's 7.5 million

bushel grain elevator handles
soybeans, soft red wheat, oats,
corn, and ather grain products — just part
of the diverse array of agricultural products

i

choosing partners in agribusiness
is a new, slate-of-the-arl raw sugar
storage ard distribution com plex.

The sugar facility adds another
dimension to the port’s poal of
being an agribusiness-centered
port serving the agriculbaral
industry throughout the heartland
of the United States and the state
of Louisiana,

that make their way through the ] -
port each year. An average of 1.4 million [ﬂmmunlm
tons of grain, or 25 percent of the state's & '-(-—}]J"E}f’
total grain production, moves through the ' i
Port of Greater Baton Rouge annually.

The port provides aats and corn for feed
lor the dairy industry in the Florida
parishes and aboul eighl parishes weslof
the Mississippi River. The public grain
elevator serves as an export ouillel for 3l
Louisiana parishes, handling jo percent
of the state’s sovbean crop, 26 percent

of the corn crop, and 25 percent of the
wheal crop.

Commeity Coffee s plot ar the port

o beany o e rogsds

On an average day during harvest, as many arsid blynds them before shipping
as oo trucks visit the port with their
cargoes. The grain elevator's location places

it close Lo the slate's major grain production

ther ot b mewedestinations,
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Port S Engmeers Recall the Cha]lenges

of Deep Water Construction

Olwiously, the Port of Grealer Baton Rouge
did not spring up overnight. Its current
facilities are the result of 5o years ol nearly
continuous planoing, building, expansion,
renovalion, and improvernent, Once an ideal
site was chosen, the inilial construchon project
consisted of a
general carao
wharl and
transit shed,
o [inper piers,
the grain
elevator, and
the malasses
terrningal.

This project
WiIs i THAssIve
undertaking
that challenged
the mgenuiby of
the young
CTIRHICETINE
firmn awarded
the design
contract, The
docks, prain
elevator, and maolasses terminal did not stand
alone, Fach required railvoad tracks and vards,
witer supply and fire protection, cargo
handling cquipment, and other associated
Facilities.

K.F R Thi
Comsulin

“We were voung engineers al the time,”
remembers |ack Burk, who was a consulting
cngineer with the firm of Barnard and Burk
when construction began an the port in 154,

“Ohur competition was just appalled [that we
were awarded the contract|.”

Young ot not, the engineers of Barnard and
Burk knew their business and were intimately
invalved with the selection of the site [or the
pot, its p];mnirlg: financi ng, and construction,
For the fivst decade of the port's construction,
the firin helped survey and abtain markets,
prepare economic feasibility studies for each
phase ol development, assistin the issuance
ab revenue bonds for financing, prepare plans
and specilications for construchon, and

last but net least, supervise the construction
process izelf

The first consideration in building the port
was selecting the ideal site. i".Jtlu::uuﬂ'] there
was already o Municipal Dock on e gast
bank of the river, the west bank actually
provided the ideal channel depth and
alignment for a deep water port, “There's an
engineering factor as to the depth of the river
and things of that sort that are paramount,”
Burk says,

The stretch of the Mississippi River along
which Balon Ronsgre and Port Allen are |nr..JtHJ
is the lengest strelch of the river without a
curve in it, Where it does [inally curve, the
waler's naturil action makes the channel
deeper on the west bank side, forming whal
Burl calls “a perfect
setup” to change very
little aver time,

Construction |‘.Il.’§__[.'|||
n 1954, with the
nnshore and the deep
water phases being

The construction
period was long, in
Burk's recallection,
Thomas savs the
river's level Huctuated
thronghout the
project depending on
rainfall further
upstrearn. But neither
engineer believes that

e g the port's

CORSTILCERON was any
more tisky than other deep water projects.
[homas savs that no lives were lost during
the construction.

Heowever, the sheer valume and strength of
the mighty Mississippi did present

engineering challenges to the part's huilders,

Far one thing, the usual depth and alignment
of concrete pilings supporting the docks and
picrs was not sufficient for the swiftness of
the Mississippi's current. Barmard and Burk
had to sink pilings nuuch deeper than normal
and set them farther apart so thal logs and

ather large debris could flow hetween them,

"We had a very clever arrangement,” Burk

says proudly of this setup, which was unique
along the river.

Themas also mentions a unique system of
Noating forms the irm devised o boild conerete
sitos for Cargill — an idea that, while not brand
new, was relatively unknown along the river
before the port’s construction,

Themgh both engineers modestly downplay the
dilficulty of their achievernent at the Pert of
Greater Baton Rouge, they will admit to a sense
of pride. 1 am proud of my accomplishment,”
Burke savs, “U'm proud of K, oo, because he Tl
it and it stayed all”
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The port can acopmmadate both acean-gorng and

shallow-drafi vessels, providing unigue accessibility
I tternational angd d()ﬁlﬂ_‘.] IC CHSHOMCES,

Cargo from the Port of Greater Baton
Rouge finds its way to other ports of call
literally all over the world. An example
would be the Japanese ship specially
built to bring automobiles from Japan
to the United States and return to Japan
with cargoes of grain or coal.

Other ships in the last 50 years
have transported from the port...
— forest products to ltaly, Greece,
and other Medilerranean countries
— scrap to Japan, Korea, and China
— logs to Turkey
— wood pulp to Asia
— corn to Africa and Germany
— pipe to South America
— general cargo lo Australia and
New Zealand
— lead products to Yugoslavia
~ flour destined for Egypt
— barrel staves to Australia
— Liquid bulk commuodities, such as
sweeteners for soft drinlks, to Mexico,
Australia, and South America
— Various cargoes lo other exolic ports
like Indonesia, Eastern Europe,

and Russia
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DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTR I_.’C'I'i&\‘
S

The Greater Baton Rouge Port Commission was created by

At Mo, g of the 1952 repular zession of the Lowsiana Legislatur®,

which was adopted as an amendment

to the constitution at the general election on November 4, 1952

A, Stewart Wallace, |r, appointed executive director of the Port Commission,
ShAG
Dedication ceremony for the prain elevator and wharf in fuly;
beth are inoperation by October,
S
5.5 Clartsse discharges first general cargo al port's
new peneral carpo wharfon June zz.
S
Ascension Parish added tothe port's jursdiction which already included East Baton Rouge.
West Baton Rouge and berville parishes,
SR
Port Allen Locks under construchon;
Colongl E. Monnot Lanier named port executive divector,
sais
Gearpge W, Altvater succeeds Colonel E. Monnot Lanier as executive director,

Construction beging on new puldic warehouse and the Baton Rouge Barge Terminal.

RAPID GROWTH AND EXPANSION
Ly
Burnside Bulk Marine Terminal dedicated on January 21,

Baton Rouge Barge Canal Terminal opens for tratfic in March.
Bill Herbert appointed executive: director on May 15, succeeding George Altvater.,
Baton Rouge Barge Terminal dedicated June o.
Port Allen hwlf dedicated.

it
Car unloader facility at grain elevator completed.

296
End of Port Commission’s lease of the municipal dock from the City of Baton Rouge.

THE BAD, THE GOOD, THE RHINOS
£
Longshoremen ge on strike in March,

Port of Greater Baton Rouge ranked 7" among major ports in ULS,

Construction beging on Dock No. 2.
SOBT
Twers whiles rhinoceroses come through the port on their way
tora 2o in Omaha, Nebraska,

I Part al Greater Baton Reuge, Port of Mew Orleans, and Port of Lake Charles
associate themselves as Mid-Gulf Scaports Marine Terminal Conference.

Part provides irmport fexport services from Japan with inauguration
of cargo vessels serviced by bwo Japanese lines.
S
Community Cottee leases land from the port tor construction
of a coffee roasting plant,

AT
Bids accepted for expansion of General Carga Dock Ne. 1

Eed
First shipmment of Handa antomebiles received at the porl.

I e

Contract awarded for constructon of Transit Shed Na, g,
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ANOTHER PERIOD OF GROWTH

A
Rids taken for construction of Transit Shed No. 4.
798 F
L John Dutton begins term as executive director, replacing Bill Herbert.
LT
Executive director given authenty to apply for foreign trade zone status
for Part of Greater Baton Rouge, Contract awarded for construction of
new administration building; completed in May, 1986,
FINF
Gary Pruitt named executive director, replacing Joln Dutton,
1990
Azra-fonl connection to tie the port’s two existing docks together dedicated.
The new 8.6 million dock allows for 000 feel of continuous berthing space for vessels,
e
The hurmanitarian vessel SPIRIT, sponsored by the "Feed the Hungn™ organization,
dlocks at the port and is loaded by contributions from the port and others in the maritime community,

Node the olid
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5.4 million river-deepenimg project creating a g5-foot Mississippt River navigation channel completed. : ',Ir.:i_:;.LII,I ;f\,:,,- of
Ay
The Petersfield hauls two record loads of forest products in the summer from
the port to the Mediterrancan, foading 27380 shart tons,
P
Cerman luxury liner, O Columbus, docks at the port and brings 100 tourists to the area,

Lo
TR
verthing

space;

MASTER PLANNING FOR MODERN TIMES
L9
Roger Richard selected as executive divector to replace Gary Pruitt

Contract awarded for reconstruction of Inland Rivers Marine Terminal, its Transit Shed
ard the extenzion of Transit Shed Mo, 5.

The luzury vacht, Meduse, owned by formmer partner of Microsoft, Paul Allen, visits the port.
Sy
Commission instittes “Port Partiers” progrom, sponsors WBRZ Channel 2's “WeatherNet 27
as conmmnunity celucation initiative,

10107 Yarinched
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Inland Rivers Marine Terminal completed.

SN
Part provides Balon Rouge l"-T;ui_:nL*l High Schiool and Holy Family Cathelic Scheol in Port Allen
with a Weatherfet 2 monitor in association with WBRZ,

Strategic Master Plan developed by TranSystems, Inc.
charts course for Port of Greater Baton Rouge,

Port ends 2000 with S12 million in reserves and a 12%6 increase in tonnage,
Y onew ellenn o was celebrated with
the adiition of e locormoties openl
iy part property, displaping distinctive

Port of Grrater Boton Houge trsyg

BUILDING ON SUCCESS IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM
2rNAF
Port CEO, Roger Richard, elected president of the Ports Association of Leuisiana {PAL)

Nine port employees recognized as volunteers for the Senior Olympics.

Accounting Department receives Cerhloate of Achievement for Excellence
B LT
from the GFOA for the 7" consecutive year,

lonisiana Sugarcane Products Cooperative, Inc. beging construction
om state-of-the-art sugar distribution and storage complex,

e

Port leams wilth Osprey Lines 1o launch new container-on-barge service P Lomdstana Governior Mike Foster moted the
at Inland Rivers Marine Terminal.

pmportance of e pont s potteership with Lowistana
I B STHERS 1 0 2001 ceremony to fritale

! rction af @ pew sugar distrbution aed
storuge compivx g the port
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RHINOS,
PIANOS,
AND DIRT...

Anvone who's been firound the port a
long time will probably say that the most
unusual cargo ever seen is white thinos,

In November 1966, two rare white
rhinoceroses were translerred at the port
from their ocean-going vessel to a train
for the remainder of their journey to a
zoo in Omaha, Nebraska,

Some other strange, unusual, and
l."'k!ntl(‘ cargoes that have passed

1e port in its 5o-year history
mdu

— “Mr. Sugurata,” a 1,600-pound

Brahman bull shipped from Houston to
Shanghai as a goodwill pift from a wealthy
Texas rancher to the Chinese vice premier

— military explosives

— 126 cases ol scientific equipment used
in a study by LSU researchers off the coast
of MNicaragua

— ¢om and cotton combines

— huge fuel capsules for the space shuttle,
which passed through Baton Rouge in
March 1978 on their way to Huntsville,
Alabarma, to be flled with a specially
prepared fuel

— a piano, a Mercedes, and a Volvo,
amaonyg other personal items shipped back
lo America by overseas travelers

— a “goodwill” shipment for the poor in
Africa, organized by a local humanitarian
group and made up of tons of individual
donations that took nearly a month to
accumulate

— Louisiana topsoil — also known as pood,
old-fashioned dirt — from the digging of
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway

— a trolley car, 41 containers of wine
and motorcyeles, and 12 new Opal
automobiles, which made for some
atypical cargo unloaded from the Russian
vessel Sverdlovsk

,C A 1]
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At the Port n’r Greater E.mm HrmL,E' the well-
lenowwn adage is true: change is the only
comstant, Gary Pruatl, wheo warked at the porl
for o Lotal of 34 vears, says the cargo handled
has changed over time in type as well as
volurne and method af shipping.

When Pruitt started working at the part
as a payroll clerk in 1964, he Termembers
a |r_)| of the carge he saw was from Dow
Chemical Co. “It evelved from Dow to

forestry products and scrap to |'|.'n1.d]ir1g
pipe.” Pruitt savs. “And we got into the
lovgr Dusiness.”

Another major tvpe of cargo in the 19608
was cars, tractors, and motorcyeles, In
those days, the port emploved prisoners
from Angola Stale Penitentiary to drive

the cars one at a time off the ships, This
method eventally hecame too expensive,
and the traffic in autormobiles diminished
over lme, although it hasn't stopped entively.

POrEAL CHLCTR M BLRErE Jer oG
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Cargill, Inc. had a "tremendous” grain
husiness from the port's very heginning,
bringing grain from the Midwest by rail
to Baton Roupe. Sovbeans, corn, and wheat
are sull major cargoes handled at the port
today, in addition 1o bulk sugar, molasses.
tertilizer, coal, coke, ares. allovs, and other
dry bulk cargoes.

The bigpest chanpes have been
in the demand for certain
products and the development
ol new technologies, Accarding
to Richard Savoy, Director of
Ferminal Gperations, Port of
Greater Baton Rouge, there
currently is a global slump in
demand for forest products,
whereas "just a few years ago we
were acllm,f_,m_mda Savow has
seen this kind of fluctuation before and
believes it's all part ol a natural economic
cvcle. “History tells me that it will come
back,” he savs.
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As for new technology, shipping methods
have changed with the times, moving steadily
from laborintensive loading techniques
carryving individual sacks by hand, or driving

S FE—— s ol -
ey, tracks ana other velicles were causon Caran
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cars off a ship one by one — to increased
mechanization and containerization. Many
of the changes allow the port to compete
effectively with other transportation options,

“What they're going to do with containers
is certainly a move in the right direction,”
says Ralph Hill, retived president of
stevedoring firm Baton Rouge Marine
Contraclors. He's referring to the port's new
container-an-harge service that will allow the
petrochemical industry and others to move
containers through the port to New Orleans
or Houston rather than using trucks or rail,

Inmovation and strategic thinking are helping
the port to attract new clients with entirely
new types of cargoe never hetore seen at the
Greater Baten Rouge docks, such as bauxine
and steel plate.

“Absolutely, there have been changes,” Ralph
Hill savs. "But changes are good.”

Coonfa e -on-no e oo




OUR HISTORY
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0 . 1gag, the completion of the Standard
il Refinery (now Exxon-Maobil)
energized the economy of the Baton
Rouge aren and accented the importance
of the Mizssissippi River to the future
growth of the region. The Sprague, one
al the last working paddlewheelers on
the river, Hes up at the refinery's private
dacking facilities.

© The Baton Rouge Municipal Dock was
completed in 1926. It pre-dated the Port
of Greater Baton Rouge and can still be
seen today on the east bank of the river
just south of the LS. -1 Bridge,

® rom the arrival of the first ship at the
general cargo docks, the port has been
an economic engine for the parishes of
East Balon Rouge, West Baton Roupe,
[berville and Ascension, providing jobs
and attracting industry to the area,

D . by cargo handling methods were
labor and equipiment intensive. As
technology improved. production
capabilities increased, as did the size
of vessels calling on the port.

0 . 45-toot deep channel from Baton
Rouge to the mouth of the Mississippi,
constanily dredged by the ULS, Corps of
Engineers, allows decpwater, ocean-
poing vessels to reach the port,

O The luxury cruise liner. Ropal Vicking
Crueen, stopped at the port for tours of
plantation country,

@ The Naw ship U.S.5 Halyburton made
twao visits to the port and was toured by
hundreds of excited school proups and
curious residents,

O e largest ship ever to call on the port,
the Arafira Sea, measured the length of
rwo and ene-hall foothall flelds.

Cildiried Perode continued frow pape 2

of international trade. Our job will be the
same as it was since the beginning: to
promote international commerce and
provide jobs and economic development for
the region,

As you enjov some of the stories of the port's
"wood old days,” 1 hope you will become
even more aware of its importance. 1 urge
you lo conlinue o help promote the port
and support ils initiatives so it can contribule
to the economic vitality of the region and
create jobs for our atizens for at least another
50 years.
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Greater Balon Roupe Port Comrmission
Proost OfTiee B 380
Porl Allen, Louisiana 7oyGe-cifio

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 25-26, 2002
Loausiana Busimess @ Technology Expo
Centroplex - Baton Rouge, LA

November 7, 2002

Clepon Comation 2002

L51 Pete Maravich Assembly Coenter
Baton Houge, LA

PORT CONTACTS
Post Oflice Box 380
Port Allen, Lovisiana 7o0707-0380

Telephone 225-342-1660
Fax 225-342-10606
Web-site www, portehr.com

Prset St
LS. Postage
PALD
Permit No. 1z
Part Allen, LA
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Officers/Commissioners 2o son

Larry Johnson, Port Allen
President

Robert E. Wales, Baton Rouge
Vice President

Charles L. Thibaut, Donaldsonvyille
Secretary

Larry Woods, Port Allen

Tregsurer
Johnny G. Anderson, Baton Rouge

Randy Brian, Zachary
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' f: veceele s O 54"{/(/

Roger I'. Richard
Cinef Executive Officer

Jay G. Hardman, P.E,
Munaging Director

Greg Johnson

Dirgctor of Rusiness Developent

Charles D'Agostino, Baton Rouge
Alvin Dragg, Gonzales

H.M. Kimball, Jr., Maringouin
Calvin Ishmael, Donaldsonville
Jerald |. Juneau, Baton Rouge
Lynn Robertson, Port Allen
Henry Scott, White Castle

Lucille Smith, Baton Rouge

Stephen Wallace, Baton Rouge

Richard Savoy
Directer of Port Operations

Karen K. St Cyr
Directer of Public Relations

Al Starns

Director of Finance and Adminisiration

I you are not an o wailing st and would like 1o be, send vour request to: Greater Baton Rouge Port Commission, 7.0, Box 380, Port Allen, LA 7o767-038c




